
 

 



Great Kingshill CE Combined School 4th 
April 2025 
                              Aspiring to be our best with kindness, respect and faith 

It is hard to believe that we have reached the end of the Spring Term  -  the children have 

been extremely busy! They have enjoyed a range of trips and enrichment days, with all year 

groups going out and about or having visitors in to support their curriculum learning; we are 

proud that our children get to experience learning opportunities that extend beyond the 

classroom.  

The children in our Preschool seem to be growing so fast and it is hard to believe that in just 

a term's time they will be moving on to Reception! This term they have enjoyed going into 

the forest school to learn about spring and just last week, they hosted a special afternoon 

tea to celebrate Mother's Day.  

Reception had a visit from the dinosaur museum as part of their topic on 'Digging for 

Dinosaurs', and they enjoyed dressing up and digging for fossils. The second half of the term 

saw them learning about traditional tales and dressing up for World Book Day.  

Year 1 spent the day as pirates to support their learning about the high seas; the children 

came to school dressed as pirates and took part in activities including learning to walk the 

plank. In the first half of the term they learnt about Heroes and Heroines, they were visited 

by lots of modern day heroes including a paramedic and the fire service, they also came 

dressed up as hero with some children choosing to come dressed as their teachers!   

Year 2 have enjoyed learning about the Great Fire of London. They came to school dressed in 

costume from that period of time, they had a visit from a travelling museum and got to set 

fire to the houses they had made.  

Year 3 visited the Chiltern Open Air Museum to support their learning about the stone age 

and iron age. During the day they experienced a range of workshops and visited buildings 

from the period.  

Year 4 had a visit from 'Spirit of the Wild' to support their learning about the rainforest, the 

children had the opportunity to hold a range of animals and a particular highlight was the 

meerkats and the very large snake!  

Year 5 was invaded by Vikings and Anglo Saxons, they had a visit from Eric the Viking and the 

children came to school dressed as Vikings. Throughout the day they had the opportunity to 

take part in a range of in school activities to support their learning.  This included having a 

very fierce battle.  



Year 6 travelled to Norfolk for their residential trip, they experienced a wonderful week of 

adventure, and were blessed with beautiful weather! They were a credit to our school with 

their manners and behaviour, and myself and the Year 6 team and I were incredibly proud of 

them. 

 

As a whole school we have enjoyed celebrating World Book Day, Comic Relief, Holi, Eid and 

Easter. These opportunities have given the staff and the children many chances to dress up 

and celebrate together.  The PTA have also hosted community celebrations for both Holi and 

Eid. Our Year 6 children have visited St Michael's and All Angels to learn about Easter 

Explained, and they have also been fundraising through their Easter Egg Raffle. The term has 

concluded with the children in Year 1 leading our Easter Service. 

 

I hope you have a wonderful and restful Easter holiday, and I look forward to welcoming you 

all back to school on Tuesday 22nd April. 

 

Mrs Best 

Attendance 

This week, we have seen an increased amount of sickness, as well as a number of children 

who are missing more than the odd day due to illness  - this is a pattern we often see 

towards the end of a term or half term. 

Mrs Marks and I would like to make you aware that we are obliged to follow up on any 

absence that is likely to be longer than three days  - we do this by conducting welfare visits 

to homes to check that everything is ok.  I have conducted several of these in the past two 

terms, and they have been positively received by our families. This week however, I have 

visited a number of homes where children are reported to be unwell and there has been no 

one at home. We know that it is tempting both financially and practically to take holidays 

before the end of term, and whilst we can not authorise these, we do appreciate those 



families who have been honest with us and completed the relevant paperwork, as this has 

saved us a significant amount of time. 

If you are taking your child away on holiday in term time, please be honest about it and do 

not report them as sick. We do follow it up and often their friends will tell us where they are 

and the absence will marked as unauthorised.  

Thank you. 

 

Mrs Best 

PTA Newsletter 

 



 

PTA Calendar 

 



Forest School News 

Spring is finally here after some very dark, wet and cold months and we are starting to see 

more growth around the school. The blossom is blooming, the leaves are growing and the 

sun has been shining.  

So far this half term, we have been very busy planting seeds and bulbs to hopefully attract 

some more wildlife. We have even used some of our own compost, comparing it to the shop 

bought bags and hopefully we will see some results soon. 

We have been tying knots to make all manner of items from fishing rods to jewellery, bird 

swings to bows, and the children have been quick to pick up some of the simpler knots. Year 

5 have been enjoying Viking Kubb, and we are coming to the end of our “World 

Championship” matches. 

 

 



 

We have also conducted fire safety training for Reception ready for when they have a 

campfire at some point in the Summer term. Year 1 to Year 6 have been using their training 

to successfully cook popcorn. The birds and squirrels particularly like it when we do this as 

there is always a scattering of kernels and popped corn lying around the woods for them to 

nibble. 

Next half term’s timetable is posted below, and it is getting warmer. Please have a look at the 

weather forecast each day as it is never consistent. Although it is shady in our woods, it is a 

good idea to have a hat and suncream. We still expect the children to wear long trousers and 

long sleeves to protect them from cuts and grazes as much as possible. The thick waterproof 

suits may have to go back into the cupboard! 

Have a lovely Easter break, and we will see you all soon. 

 

Mr Smith 

 



April SuperKind Challenge 

Earth Day is celebrated every year in April. It is a chance to raise awareness and inspire 

people to take action to tackle the environmental issues facing our planet. It is also a time to 

celebrate those who have done a lot to help our planet. This year ’s theme is ‘Protect Our 

Species’. 

In Collective Worship, we have discussed some of the environmental issues facing our planet 

including climate change, loss of habitat due to land use change and polluters such as litter, 

pesticides or greenhouse gases. We’ve lost nearly half of the world’s wildlife in the last 50 

years and thousands of life forms are going extinct. 

For this month’s challenge, SuperKind have suggested that you write a letter to your local 

council about this important issue. You could include: 

- Why species are important to us 

- Why species are endangered 

- Why it is urgent that we take action 

- What you’d like them to help with (for example, by adding more public 

recycling bins in your local council) 

If you decide to take on this month’s challenge, don’t forget to share a copy of your letter 

with us so that we can award your SuperKind letter writer stickers. You could pop a photo of 

your letter onto Class Dojo and even better if you get a reply, let us know so we can share 

these in Collective Worship. 

 

Mrs Gandini 

Preschool admissions  - September 2025 

Places are rapidly filling up for Preschool admissions starting September 2025. If you would 

like to apply for a place, please email preschool@gkcs.school as soon as possible to ensure 

we can offer you the session(s) you require. 

Thank you. 

mailto:preschool@gkcs.school


Smashing Tennis 

 



Get Your Kicks 

 

Dates  - Summer Term 

Below are the current dates for the Summer Term. Please note that these may be edited, 

and more dates added, as the term progresses. 
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